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hat can we grow in the shade of our pine plantation to
attract deer?

Pine plantations, fruit orchards, nut orchards, Christmas tree
plantations, firebreaks, old logging roads and many more areas
in rural America offer opportunities to plant narrow food plots,
provided the right crop is planted — one that is favored by deer
and which can flourish in partial shade. There is a lot of interest
in planting shady lanes for deer food plots, and we are going to
take a look, somewhat in detail, at how to plant perennial food
plots in maturing pine plantations. Simply by eliminating steps
one and two below, this same method will work on most narrow
openings in woodlands where shade can be a problem.

In the southern half of the thousands of acres of cropland
have been converted into pine plantations since the advent of
the Conservation Reserve Program in the 1985 farm bill. Today
many of those pine plantations are ready for their first thin-
ning. This is commonly done by cutting the 3rd, 4th, or 5th row,
usually the 5th row. This opening thins the plantation and also
gives the timber cutter access into the plantation for his timber
harvesting equipment.

The removal of the 5th row of trees opens up 20% of the pine
forest to sunlight or partial sunlight, and this strip of open land
can quickly become overgrown with sweetgum, privet, golden-
rod, ironweed, and other low value vegetation if a management
program of some type is not started. If deer management is your
land use priority, then this newly opened strip is a great opportu-
nity for a perennial food plot.

The following perennial food plot system combines rec-
ommended “best management practices” for pine production,
including thinning, prescribed burning, and chemical vegetation
control with strip disking, and inter-planting food plots.
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Step 1. Once the row of trees has been removed to achieve thin-
ning, get control of weed and sapling growth before it becomes
a problem. This is best done by getting in contact with your
county agricultural agent for herbicide recommendations, and
employing a qualified person to help you spray the openings
with a herbicide such as Arsenal or Chopper to kill undesirable
plant species.

Step 2. Follow the herbicide treatment with a controlled
burn during cool weather, usually February in many states. Be
sure to have your state forestry agency help you with this burn
as many resirictions apply and a trained, controlled burning
manager is required.

Step 3. The second year after the thinning, when most of
the debris has rotted or been burned, you are ready to prepare
a seedbed and plant a proven shade tolerant crop to establish
the food plot. Research done in pine plantations indicates that
Durana clover is an ideal deer food plot crop due to its shade tol-
erance, wide adaptability to weather extremes, low maintenance,
high protein content (up to 28%), and long life — 7 years or more
with proper management.

Step 4. Plan on planting Durana in September or October for
a fall planting in the South, or in March or April in the spring. In
the North, plant for fall in August or September, or for spring in
April or May. In areas where harsh winter weather can damage
young clover seedlings, plant after the danger of a hard freeze
has passed.




Step 5. Soil test and fertilize a ling to the test results,
aiming for a pH of 6.0.
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Photo left: The first step to manage a 5th row food plot strip in a pine plantation is to use a
controlled burn to get the strip back to bare earth for a good seedbed.
Photo above: Here is an example of just how well Durana will do in a shady 5th row situation
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